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Equality and Equity: A Stance on the Black Lives Matter Movement 

 Black Lives Matter. Whether this movement was expressed using this label or not, the 

idea of bringing equality and justice to the African- American people of our society has been a 

prevailing topic of controversy in the United States, from the establishment of this country to this 

very day. The Black Lives Matter movement is a cause that has the primary motive of combating 

and finding and end to racial discrimination against racial minorities, in this case African-

Americans. Whether it relates to the slavery which dehumanized African-Americans before the 

Civil War, deep segregation that discriminate African-Americans from living the same life of 

equal resources and opportunities as the caucasians of society, or the modern day situation of 

police officers racial targeting African-Americans are arresting, and in some case even killing, 

innocent people just because of racial stereotypes and prejudice. The supporters of this 

movement are looking to find an end to the injustices they are forced into facing. This topic has 

been a relevant issue within the society of America since the foundation of this land, and can 

even be connected to the Reconstruction era, which occurred after the long fought American 

Civil War, and the controversy still battles today. This controversy is clearly illustrated by the 

works of images and political cartoons which depict the feelings support towards the Black Lives 

Matter movement to this very day.  



!  

Source: Mike Keefe, “Black Lives Matter,” 2014. 

Mike Keefe’s modern day political cartoon, published on December 16, 2014, illustrates 

the empowerment that keeps the supporters of the Black Lives Matter organization to keep going 

and fighting the oppression they face in their society, and in this case, Keefe shows how even the 

youth of society is empowered and determined to bring change to their lives, to their nation, and 

their community. This cartoon is very simple, yet delivers an impactful message by the 

incorporation of the small conversation. In this conversation, a bystander of the protest exclaims 

that these students are “missing history class”, which is followed by a protester stating “we’re 

making it, sir!” The fact that the student declared this statement shows their passion and drive to 

keep protesting for their cause, because they know that their efforts are going to change the fate 

of society and the future of America. The Black Lives Matter movement is a topic that has 



affected people of all ages, and especially recently as there have been many cases, of even black 

teens, that have become victims to police brutality and racial discrimination.  As the political 

cartoon expresses, the new generation of America voicing their concerns, it also illustrates the 

topic that although America has advanced, and how black people are attacking this prevailing 

topic of racial discrimination that they have been forced to keep up with since the start of the 

United States in different ways. Through history, many people have protested using different 

manners, such as breaking rules that were racially biased for example, the Rosa Parks that 

occured on December 1, 1955, and even some violent tactics (“Rosa Parks”). Though, this 

modern day political cartoon further highlights the fact that this was created recently as the 

students are protesting in a march against their cause, a protesting tactic that has been widely 

used to this day for many controversial issues such as women’s rights, gun violence, and of 

course, the racial justice for all American citizens. (March for Our Lives, Durado”) This 

movement is a act of a march is a  common form of protest, known as a method of peaceful 

protest which significantly affects the delivery of the message to society that Black people are 

willing to stand up for their rights as equal humans without using force, even though the police 

has been using unlawful force against even innocent black people as an act of racial profiling and 

racism.  



!
Wasserman, 2015, retrieved from https://78.media.tumblr.com/

d576c1a0659a8c4c9142f10a38f5924b/tumblr_nppirhKaHj1r1vqpco1_1280.jpg, 6 June 2018. 

Political cartoonist Wasserman further highlights societies concerns on the topic of racial 

discrimination against African-American people, even during modern times. The adjacent visual 

plays an ironic twist on simple rules of any ordinary community pool that most people have seen, 

but it subtly and effectively explains the unwritten rules (that are written here showing the irony) 

that Blacks are forced to obey buy without the fear of being oppressed in society now and many 

years ago. Wasserman attempts to create a pun of dramatic irony which further emphasis the 

impact of this cartoon, as the rules that are said to be “unwritten” for the people of color to obey 

based on the racial prejudice that exists amongst some people in American society, are physically 

written in this image which creates more of an impact on the reader of the cartoon. Additionally, 

https://78.media.tumblr.com/d576c1a0659a8c4c9142f10a38f5924b/tumblr_nppirhKaHj1r1vqpco1_1280.jpg
https://78.media.tumblr.com/d576c1a0659a8c4c9142f10a38f5924b/tumblr_nppirhKaHj1r1vqpco1_1280.jpg


the rules of that are written on this cartoon, for example, “Get showered...with insults” and “No 

running...from the police” show what the lives of many black people is like against those with 

racial prejudice, and it targets pathos in one as it shows two innocent, relatively young people 

looking at the sign of “pool” rules with utter disappointment and sadness. The emotions of these 

figures and their illustrated sadness highlights the disheartenment and even anger that people of 

color feel as they are forced to abide in a different, unjust manner just simply of a factor that is 

not in their control, the color of their skin.  

  

Carlos Latuff, 2015, retrieved from https://mic.com/articles/131665/this-comic-sums-up-the-double-standard-
used-to-excuse-white-violence#.xJgnCCOLE, 6 June 2018. 

Similarly to the previous political cartoons analyzed before, this work of cartoonist 

Carlos Latuff further expands upon the idea of how the prejudiced and racist views that people 

may have concerning African-Americans affects how society perceives them. In this illustration, 

https://mic.com/articles/131665/this-comic-sums-up-the-double-standard-used-to-excuse-white-violence#.xJgnCCOLE
https://mic.com/articles/131665/this-comic-sums-up-the-double-standard-used-to-excuse-white-violence#.xJgnCCOLE
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a young, black boy hold a water gun, and is labelled as a “thug”, while the white man , wearing 

an “NRA” hat signifying that this person believes that people should have the right to bear arms 

(including life threatening rifles) is seen with a real gun at yet is labelled as a “patriot” As both 

of them were holding guns, and the black boy’s was not even a real gun, it is evident that the 

labels given to these two figures was based on their skin color. It appears to be even more ironic 

that the man with a real gun is not seen to be a threat, and rather highlighted as a hero being that 

he is a white male, yet the boy with the gun that is fake is seen as a threat, even though his gun is 

not real like the white man's, simply because there is a racial prejudice that African-Americans 

are “bad people” and not the “heroes” that white people are. Even though realistically the white 

man who actually posses the real gun has the capability of causing damage, and should be looked 

at as a threat since he is armed, the boy who should not be looked as threat as he does not possess 

a true gun is looked at through societies racial lens and given this demeaning title.  



!  

Tasha Moro “Black Lives Matter March”, 21 November 2017 

 Using the artistic tense of a photographer, Moro captured a riveting moment during a 

recent march in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. The people in this image are 

protesting the recent ruthless shootings of black people, white police officers, and this picture 

was taken after the election of President Trump, as protestors were worried about all the effects 

that his election would have and worsen the effect of white supremacy on the Nation. In order to 

spread their voices, they used the power of words to express their emotion and passion for the 

Black Lives Matter movement by holding up signs, one with the message “Demilitarize the 

Police.” This saying in particular relates the strong views supporters of the Black Lives Matter 

movement have against local police official who, as many recent cases have proved, have been 

threatening and in may circumstances even shooting and hence killing black citizens when they 



have committed no crime, hence a hate crime made against those of African descent. Another 

sign vocalized the saying “Our Generation, Our Choice.” Similar to the political cartoon 

referenced previously, illustrated by cartoonist Mike Keefe, many millennials and other members 

of the rising generation are finding that it is there responsibility to speak up and advocate of 

chance, as they see themselves as the next new “leaders” and “upstanders” of the new 

generation. This saying proves that the rising generation is persistent and determined to bring 

change in “their time”, and even though many people in the media have scrutinized young people 

for marching in these protests and have seen these younger people as those who do not 

understand the government and should not interfere with it’s affairs and policies, it is very 

evident that the rising generation (teens and early twenties age range) are the driving force of 

change, and will do all that they can in order to advocate and hopefully enlist permanent change 

and improvements in their community. This picture is showing that people are willing to protest 

against the treatment that the black people are receiving in modern society, and they believe that 

with their words (signs, microphone) and technology of the new century (cameras, phones) they 

can spread the message to stop this brutality.  



!  

Andy Marlette, “With Liberty and Justice of All…” March 2015 

 In a similar manner to the previous images and political cartoons illustrated by different 

artists expressing their views on the Black Lives Matter movement, cartoonist Andy Marlette 

illustrates him view by making the setting of this cartoon at a school. Like most traditional 

American schools, the pledge of allegiance is recited by the teacher, and as the rest of the 

children recite their pledge of allegiance to the nation with the teacher. In this case, the one child 

not reciting the pledge is a black boy that has his hands raised in the air in a frenzy with a frantic 

look on his face. The line of the pledge that is being recited is “with liberty and justice to all,” 

and the frantic look on the black boy is representing the lack of liberties and justice that black 

people have in society due to the racial discrimination and profiling, proving that although the 

line states that liberty and justice is given to all, black people do not feel as if they are being 



represented into the “all.” The artist is showing that even young students who are mere children 

as the boy is in this political cartoon are still able to recognize from a young age that the 

treatment between African-Americans versus caucasians is very different from one another in 

this land, where the pledge of allegiance claims that all people have equal freedoms. The piece 

yet also shows that even children are willing to protest, in this case throwing his hands up in a 

frenzy in attempts to be recognized, for their lives and spread the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Hence, the piece delivers the powerful message that racial discrimination is something that even 

many young children are easily able to identify, yet age does not restrict one from expressing 

their views against important topics of controversy.  

 The fight for achieving racial equality amongst people in the United States has been a 

topic of controversy from the time that slavery was prominent in the nation, to this very day. As 

for the correlation to this movement and the Reconstruction era, the 14th amendment, which is 

commonly known as the “Reconstruction Amendment” was adopted on July 9, 1868 as a part of 

the Constitution. In this 14th amendment, the U.S government gratified citizenship to all persons 

born or naturalized in the United States—including former slaves—and guaranteed all citizens 

“equal protection of the laws.” Although the black people were given the right for being official 

citizens of the United States, as well as said to have guaranteed equal protection of the laws, this 

is heavily false. While the blacks were said to be citizens of the United States, they were not 

given the same rights as the white citizens, and were forced to obey by many unsaid rules, which 

eventually led to the period of segregation in the United States. The fact that blacks during this 

time were not given equal opportunities and freedoms as a white citizen in the same nation 

shows that the being a simply a “technical” citizen in the nation did not hold substantial value 



and meaning, as they really did not gain anything from this label and were still ridiculed and 

overshadowed.  

 The Black Lives Matter notion is a strong movement that keep becoming more 

empowered by the youth and all supporters each day as the fight of racial discrimination in the 

United States continues to prevail. Throughout the course of American history, the idea of racial 

injustice, especially towards African-Americans has been prevalent in almost every eminent 

event of United States history, whether this regards when America gained its independence or 

situation to this day where innocent lives are being taken away by police officers with guns who 

are misusing their power and acting in racist manners. With resilience, the supporters of this 

movement will hopefully end racial injustice that racial minorities have been forced to face for 

many years.  
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